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much preferred the simpler (if more costly) method
of infantry attacks at points widely advertised by
long preliminary bombardment.

In March, 1916, Colonel Churchill returned to the
House of Commons to speak on the Navy Estimates.
His tone was blandly critical of his successor and of
the passivity which seemed to have descended upon
naval strategy; and his closing passage suggested
with some magnanimity the recall of " the power, the
insight, and energy of Lord Fisher." It produced
no result, though gossip said that he had sat up
half the night before discussing it with Mr. Garvin
of the Observer. For he valued his press contacts,
and he was soon discussing a new speech with The
Times* military correspondent. His battalion had
been amalgamated now, although he still retained
his military rank. But that summer he was more
in the House of Commons (Carson, who acted as
Leader of an informal Opposition, had suggested
his return), speaking on the need of an Air Ministry
and on Army questions. He had begun to write
for newspapers and magazines; and he obliged
Mr. Balfour by drafting a communiqu6 upon the
Battle of Jutland in order to alleviate the conse-
quences of the Admiralty's first announcement,
which left everybody under the impression that a
decisive victory had been a grave reverse.

He was reverting to civilian life. The summer
of 1916, with the Irish rising and misadventure
in Mesopotamia scarcely relieved by the aimless
slaughter of the Somme and the developing dis-
loyalties of Mr. Asquith's Coalition Government,
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